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Emerald Publishing
• Founded by academics
• Real impact 
• Ambassadors for applied 

SDG-focused research
• DORA signatory – new ways of 

measuring impact



We publish…

Policy 
Briefs

Podcasts Videos

Journals Books
Case 

Studies

Blogs



Open Access (OA)

Green Gold Platinum

• Publish in one of 
our hybrid or OA 
journals 

• An APC will be 
charged for 
publication

• Self-archiving

• Article deposited 
into institutional 
or not-for-profit 
repository as well 
as in an Emerald 
journal

• Our OA journals, 
published by 
Emerald in 
partnership with 
societies and 
institutions

• No APC required

Waivers

• Discounts and 
waivers available 
for some 
institutions and 
countries 

• Check the 
website



Emerald Open Research 

• Open access platform

• Open peer review

• Author-led

• Research papers, policy briefs, 
datasets



Journals











What makes a good paper?
• Originality 

• Relevance to and extension of existing 
scholarship

• Strong research methodology 

• Sound, logical progression of argument

• Theoretical and practical implications

• Recent and relevant references

• Internationality

• A strong title, keywords and well-written 
abstract

• Clarity, structure and writing



Selecting the right journal

• Check the aims and scope – does your paper fit?

• Consider readership, time from submission to 
publication, recent articles 

• What papers does the journal accept? Research 
paper, case study, viewpoint, review, practitioner 
paper

• Check whether publishing OA is an option

• Quality – consider metrics such as the impact factor. 
Consider other metrics, such as Altmetrics

• Check with colleagues – what do they recommend? 
Have they had a positive experience?



Polishing your work

Ensure you proofread your work! Look for:

• Grammar, spelling and punctuation

• Unintended typographical errors

• Accuracy of any statistics

• Incomplete or inaccurate references

• The general flow of text – does it read well?

• Show your draft to someone else – a fresh 
pair of eyes can really help!

• Ensure referencing style matches the journal 
guidelines



Peer review workflow

Reject

Author may look 
elsewhere or consider 

resubmission

Accept

Author advised of 
decision and 

opportunity to revise

Revise

Author allowed 
opportunity for major / 

minor revision

Production

Manuscript is checked, 
copy-edited and proofed

Publication

Final article is published 
in digital and print 

editions

Author Submits

Author submits 
manuscript to relevant 

journal

Publisher 
Checks

Confirmation that 
manuscript elements 

present and valid

Editor 
Evaluates

Editor makes initial 
consideration of 

manuscript

Review 
Conducted

Specialists provide 
feedback and 

recommendations

Editor Decision

Accept, Reject, Revise or 
additional review

Timings

• Desk review – 2 weeks

• Inviting reviewers – 2 weeks

• Review process – 6-8 weeks

• Editor assessment – 2 weeks

• Usually 3-4 months from 
submission to final decision

• Depends on volume of papers, 
reviewer availability and 
reviewer response time



Outcome of peer review - revision request

A request for revision is good news! You are now in the publishing cycle.

Almost every published paper is revised at least once.

What to do next…
• Acknowledge and thank the Editor

• If you disagree with the comments, explain why to the Editor
• Clarify understanding if in doubt

• Consult with co-authors or colleagues

• Meet the revision deadline or request an extension 
• Attach a covering letter which explains how the revision request has been 

made



If your paper is rejected…

Don’t give up! This happens to everyone from time to time. 

Possible reasons for rejection include:

• The paper doesn’t meet the author guidelines

• The paper is out of scope for the journal

• Issues with quality (such as inappropriate methodology)

• The paper doesn’t make a sufficient contribution to the field

Ask, listen and try to improve, then resubmit when you are ready.



Promoting 
your work



Before publication

• Build your online presence

• Expand your network

• Consider creating a website or blog

• Volunteer as a reviewer

• Register for an ORCID ID



After publication

• Inform your networks

• Add to your email signature

• Let your institutional press office know

• Contact those you have cited

• Promote on social media and listservs



Thank you!

Any questions?


